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Dreams in the Treasure-Search

* “Mrs. Woodbury & her Dafters have Dreemed Sundry Times in a
remarkable manor of money or hid Treasure in Brookfield on her
husband's farm in Brookfield in the bay state. ... Hannah Bancroft
informs that one Col. Enuch Putnam's Sistors Dreemed of a Pot of
money Sd [said] Dreemer is in Danves Massachusetts.”

Silas Hamilton notebook, c. 1787, published in Clark Jillson, Green
Leaves from Whittingham, Vermont: A History of the Town,
(Worcester, MA: By the author, 1894), 115.

dreams

dream

visions

he could dream

by dreams

a remarkable

many dreamed, and others saw




More Dream Accounts

“Dreams, especially if thrice repeated, guided seekers to a suspected treasure. For
example, after an angel appeared three times in a dream to Joseph Smith, Jr., the
Mormon prophet, he hurried to the indicated spot near Palmyra, New York and
discovered his "Golden Bible." Apparently the rural Yankee's subconscious was
peculiarly concerned with finding money.”

Alan Taylor, "The Early Republic's Supernatural Economy: Treasure Seeking in the
American Northeast, 1780-1830," American Quarterly, Spring, 1986, p. 10.

to dream a dream dreamed

dream it over

singular dream

dream




Gender of the Treasure-Seekers

*"Men and women without distinction of age or sex became marvellous
wise in the occult sciences, many dreamed, and others saw visions
disclosing to them, deep in the bowels of the earth, rich and shining

treasures.”
Abner Cole, "Gold Bible, No. 3," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 1 February 1831.

either sex

an old woman

a sibyl




Incantations in the Treasure-Search

* “"And then the charms and various observances, to defeat the watchfulness of the spirits that have the treasure
in charge.”

Edward A. Kendall, Travels Through the Northern Parts of the United States in the Years 1807 and 1808, 3 vol.,

(New York: I. Riley, 1809), 3:85.

* “Walters assembled his nightly band of money diggers in the town of Manchester, at a point designated in his
magical book, and drawing a circle around laborers, with the point of an old rusty sword, and using sundry other
incantations, for the purpose of propitiating the spirit, absolutely sacrificed a fowl, ("Rooster,") in the presence of
his awe-stricken companions, to the foul spirit, whom ignorance had created, the guardian of hidden wealth.”
Abner Cole, "Gold Bible, No. 5," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 28 February 1831.

muttering

cabalistic words unknown sound

diabolical incantations

the incantations

incantation gibberish




Magic Circles

* "And the Magician led the rabble unto a dark grove, in a place called
Manchester, where after drawing a Magic circle, with a rusty sword, and
collecting his motley crew of latter-demallions, within the centre, he
sacrificed a Cock (a bird sacred to Minerva) for the purpose of propiciating
the prince of spirits.”

Abner Cole, "Book of Pukei:1," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 12 June 1830.

Surkels [circles] Surkels
Surkel
a circle
a circle This circle
a circle
the ring

the circle




More Magic Enclosures

*"On a certain occasion in preparing the enchanted circle for digging, a lamb was sacrificed, to appease the
guardian demons of the supposed treasure.”
Franklin B. Hough, A History of Jefferson County in the State of New York, (Albany: John Munsell, 1854), 158.

* “The conjuror was present with his divining rod, and would go round making a circle. No one was permitted
to cross this circle, else the charm would be %roken and the conjuror be compelled to re-establish the circle
by going round again.”

Lockwood L. Doty, A History of Livingston County, New York, (Geneseo, New York: Edward E. Doty, 1876), 605

Circles

these circles

acircle
the circle

a triangle




Night and the Moon

*“"All things being ready, the Idle and Slothful fell to work with a zeal deserving a
better cause, and many a live long night was spent in digging for 'the root of all evi
Abner Cole, "Book of Pukei:1," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 12 June 1830.

I s

* “To facilitate those mighty mining operations, (money was usually if not always
sought after in the night time,) divers devices and implements were invented.”
Abner Cole, "Gold Bible, No. 3," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 1 February 1831.

* “"At Midnight they repair to the hopeful Spot with Spades and Pickaxes.”
Benjamin Franklin, The Busy Body, No. 8 (1729)

The night two nights

nightly band

nights

the moon moon

nights

the moon




* “Mr. Thompson, an employee of Mr. Stowell, was the next witness. He and another man were
employed in digging for treasure... attended the Deacon and Smith in their nocturnal labors.”
William D. Purple account of Joseph Smith, Jr.'s 1826 court proceedings: "Joseph Smith,

the Originator of Mormonism," Chenango Union 30, no. 33, (Norwich, NY: 3 May 1877).

* “"At midnight, dupes, laborers, and himself, with lanterns, repaired to the hill-side near the house
of Smith, where, following mystic ceremony, digging began by signal in enjoined silence.”
W.H. Mcintosh, History of Wayne County, (Philadelphia: Evers, Ensign, & Everts, 1877), 150.

* “Joshua Stafford, a good citizen, told me that young Jo Smith and himself dug for money in his
orchard and elsewhere nights. All the money digging was done nights."
Isaac Butts statement, c. March 1885, Naked Truths About Mormonism, (January 1888):2.

Night after night

dead hour of night
at night midnight the moon
new moon full moon
by moonlight

night when the moon was full a certain hour of the night




Prayer and Fasting in the Treasure Search

*"So, after arming themselves with fasting and prayer, they sallied
forth to the spot designated by Smith.” -- William D. Purple account
of Joseph Smith, Jr.'s 1826 court proceedings:

"Joseph Smith, the Originator of Mormonism,"

Chenango Union 30, no. 33, (Norwich, NY: 3 May 1877).

in prayer

in prayer

| pray

at prayer

in prayer




Ritualistic Rods and Sticks

* “Early American and early Mormon beliefs about water witching and
mineral dowsing may explain Joseph Smith Junior's switch from the
traditional forked rod to a straight stick or staff. Palmyran Pomeroy
Tucker wrote that Joseph Smith began divining for treasure in 1820
with his newly discovered seer stone and "some sort of wand" held

in only one hand.”

Mark Ashurst-McGee, "A Pathway to Prophethood..." (Utah State
University Master’s thesis: 2000), 143.

Steel Rods

a steel ramrod
mineral rod, hazel sticks
large stakes

witch hazel sticks

| a steel rod




Rodsmen and Divining Rods

* “Where dreams have conveyed some general information of the place, then
mineral rods are resorted to, for ascertaining the precise spot at which to put the
spade and pick-axe into the ground. ... He was soon found to possess enchanted
mineral-rods, which had grown in the mystic form, and been cut at the proper age
of the moon.”

Edward A. Kendall, Travels Through the Northern Parts of the United States in the
Years 1807 and 1808, 3 vol., (New York: . Riley, 1809), 3:85.

mineral rod o i

mineral rod

a cleft stick, orrod

Mineral rods

the mineral rod, hazel sticks




More Rodsmen and Divining Rods

* “Joe Smith was born in Sharon, Vt., in 1805, and was removed at 10 years of age to
Palmyra, N.Y. In youth he led an idle, vagabond life, roaming the woods, dreaming of
buried treasures, employing his brain in endeavors to find them by the medium o
divining rods, twisting forked sticks, and looking through enchanted stones. His father
was a "water witch," and little Joe was taught to follow in his footsteps.”

"An Interesting Sketch of Joe Smith...," Chicago Daily Tribune, September 9, 1877.

mineral rods

mining rods

rods of steel or witch-hazel

witch-hazel rods

the Divining Rod




More Rodsmen and Divining Rods

* “One Sunday they came into our house; | saw their rods, all made of witch hazel so they would turn in their hands
and point where the money lay.”

Nancy F. Glass letter, printed in Hiland Paul and Robert Sparks, History of Wells, Vermont, for the First Century After
Its Settlement, (Rutland, VT: Tuttle and Co., 1869), 81.

* “A little, withered old man, [yclept] a wizard, armed with a twig of witchhazel... was actually seen traversing
the highways of Essex north, and seeking, under supernal and infernal guidance, the buried gold which the
credulous still believed these oblivious robbers had concealed somewhere in the neighborhood of the bridge.”
E.Vale Smith, History of Newburyport, (Boston: Damrell and Moore, 1854), 211.

the hazel rod
his rod

his divining rod

Hazel rods

arod

St. John's rod
rods
the rods
the rod




Sacrifices in the Treasure-Search

* “And the Magician led the rabble unto a dark grove, in a place called

Manchester, where after drawing a Magic circle, with a rusty sword, and

collecting his motley crew of latter-demallions, within the centre, he 0 1/ gl N
sacrificed a Cock (a bird sacred to Minerva) for the purpose of propiciating AR ..ﬁ_ :

the prince of spirits.” L SACRIFICE
Abner Cole, "Book of Pukei:1," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 12 June 1830.
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sacrificed a fowl

cutting its throat bleeding

a lamb was sacrificed

a sacrificial offering
the blood of the animal

his blood

A sheep was killed his blood




Sacrifices (continued)

* “"Mr. Stowell went to his flock and selected a fine vigorous lamb, and resolved to sacrifice it to the demon
spirit who guarded the coveted treasure. Shortly after the venerable Deacon might be seen on his knees at
prayer near the pit, while Smith, with a lantern in one hand to dispel the midnight darkness, might be seen
making a circuit around the spot, sprinkling the flowing blood from the lamb upon the ground, as a
propitiation to the spirit that thwarted them.”

William D. Purple account of Joseph Smith, Jr.'s 1826 court proceedings, "Joseph Smith, the Originator of
Mormonism," Chenango Union 30, no. 33, (Norwich, NY: 3 May 1877).

cut its throat

cut the artery circle of blood

sacrifice a bitch dog

a burnt sacrifice
sprinkling the blood




Seers and Stones in the Treasure-Search

* “Like the girl, who a few years since, in the western part of the State of New-York, put
a certain stone into a hat, and placing her face in front so as entirely to exclude the light,
pretended, and made some credulous people believe, that by so looking into it she could
see the whole world and what was there going on.”

H. Biglow and Orville L. Holley, American Monthly Magazine and Critical Review, vol. 2,
(New York: Kirk and Mercein, 1817).

a mineral stone

a round stone

the stone

"Peep stones" or pebbles

"peep stone,"




Seer Stones (continued)

* “Hamack then arose & in his hand he held a stone which he pronounced transparent --

tho' it was not transparent to common eyes. -- Thro’ this he could view things present & things to come --
could behold the dark intrigues & cabals of foreign courts -- & discover hidden treasures, secluded from
the eyes of other mortals.... Such was the clearness of his sight when this transparent stone was placed
before his eyes.”

Solomon Spalding, from pages 74-75 of the LDS-published Manuscript Story by Rev. Solomon Spaulding,
(Salt Lake City: Deseret News) 1886.

his magic stone

a stone
the stone the stone

a small stone
the stone

a stone




Seer Stones (continued)

* “One day, in company with several others, he [Smith] called on a man in the neighborhood
named [Stowell?] and asked him to direct the party to Monument hill, where he said there
was a gold mine. [Stowell] consented, and, upon their arrival at the foot of the hill, Smith
said: "Do you see a stump on which there seems to be something resembling fur?” ... one

of the party noticed... fine black slivers which all agreed resembled fur. Smith told them all
to be seated while he went through a series of ceremonies with the seeing stone," placing

it in his high hat while he examined it closely with his head on the ground. "There is a vein

of gold 25 feet under this place," said Smith. If Mr. [Stowell] will board the men while digging
we will begin work at once and | will give him stock in the mine in payment.”

"Mormons’ Religion...," Binghampton Press, |:4 (Binghampton, NY), April 14, 1904.

singularly appearing stone

the stone

a stone

glass, or stone

magical glass

a mysterious glass stone

this stone




Seer Stones (continued)

* “With some labor and exertion he found the stone, carried it to the creek, washed and wiped it dry,

sat down on the bank, placed it in his hat, and discovered that time, place and distance were annihilated;
that all the intervening obstacles were removed, and that he possessed one of the attributes of Deity,

an All-Seeing-Eye. ... On the request of the Court, he exhibited the stone. It was about the size of a small
hen'a egg, in the shape of a high-instepped shoe. It was composed of layers of different colors passing
dia ona%ly through it. It was very hard and smooth, perhaps by being carried in the pocket.”

William D. Purple account of Joseph Smith, Jr.'s 1826 court proceedings, -- "Joseph Smith, the Originator
of Mormonism, " Chenango Union 30, no. 33, (Norwich, NY: 3 May 1877).

a perforated stone

a magic glass

your stone

the stone the stone
right stone saw the stone
a stone
this stone




Seer Stones (continued)

* “About the year 1818 a teamster in the salt works by the name of Joseph Belcher found a
peculiar stone... Soon after the discovery of this "find," Belcher and family removed to
Susquehanna county, Pa., where Joe Smith was at the time engaged... as a gold hunter, prophet,
and treasure-hunter. Belcher called his find "a seeing stone." It was green, with brown irregular

spots on it, and about the same shape and size as a goose egg.... strange stories were told of lost
animals and children that were found by the aid of this stone. The modus operandi was to conceal
the stone in a dark place, and Belcher's little boy could then see from its unnatural powers the
exact location of any object he desired to find. Joe Smith heard of this miniature information
bureau and soon sought out Belcher, secured the stone and renewed his researches.

"Belcher’s Lucky Stone," The Syracuse Journal, XLVIl:41, Feb. 17, 1891.

white stone
dark coloured stone

the glass
a small stone

peculiar stone

stone

a certain glass, or stone
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The Silence Ritual |

 Myths of Ononda |
John Nutt sen. said that... Mowe located a spot, to dig... and Mr. Nutt "tried the ground" | "
with the "magic spear" ... he struck something that felt and sounded like the top of a box. '
He forced the spear down through the cover.... Not a word was spoken but picks and shovels

flew fast, and a great hole was dug. The spear and box sank deeper and finally the box
remained firm. Then the men reached and uncovered it: the box danced about, the men
seized it, and one remarked -- "we've got it at last?" Instantly the box was wrenched from
their hands and the party heard it move, rattling away into the hill some thirty feet or more.
George H. Harris, "Myths of Ononda" (manuscript, Rochester, NY, c. 1887) page 6.

Word spoke

exclaimed with
an oath the words

he exclaimed

profound silence

a single word




The Silence Ritual (continued)

*“On several farms northeast of Rose Valley they assembled at night and silently dug for the treasure. A single word
spoken before it was found was fatal; the treasure would disappear, and the evil spirits would rise against them.”
W.H. McIntosh, History of Wayne County, New York, (Philadelphia: Evers, Ensign, and Everts, 1877), 155.

* "Absolute silence was the condition of success. Work would then go on for hours and hours without a word being

spoken. At length some tired and perhaps disqusted digger, "tempted by the Spirit of Evil," would speak, and the
treasure would vanish.”

E.W.Vanderhoof, Historical Sketches of Western New York, (Buffalo: Matthews-Northrup Works, 1907), 139.

the slightest word or whisper

in silence

not a word

Not a word

perfect silence a word

silence




Swords in the Treasure-Search

* "When the box was once safe upon deck every one then was anxious to hear what was in it, when we were told that it
contained fourteen gold plates... together with the sword of Gideon and the spectacles of Samuel, the prophet! Joe, he
said, was a very illiterate man, was unable either to read or write; but when he put on his nose the prophet's spectacles,
and took the gold plates one by one, letter by letter and word by word presented themselves, and with the aid of an
amanuensis the Bible that he held in his hand was a literal translation of the writing upon the gold plates....

The writer's question to him was, "...what kind of a sword was it

that could be packed away in an eighteen inch box?" "
"Sidney Rigdon... a Lecture He Delivered Forty Years Ago,"
Pittsburgh Telegraph, 1V:112, August 24, 1876.
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a rusty sword

rusty sword

old rusty sword




Treasure-Guardians

* “"But when even the most devout, pious and godly Christians, with the Bible... lying near them,
to keep off infernal spirits, had dug down to within an inch or two of the treasures, a daemon, in
shape of some huge monster, with hideous yawning mouth and enormous white teeth; or of
some ugly night bird, with eyes as big as saucers, would appear, as if on purpose to mock them,
and hinder them from adding wealth to their wisdom.”

Caleb Butler, History of the Town of Groton, (Boston: T.R. Marvin, 1848), 256.

* "He saw in the box something like a toad, which soon assumed the appearance of a man, and

struck him on the side of his head.”
Willard Chase affidavit, 11 December 1833.

the Devil

His Satanic Majesty invisible agent

demons spirits serpents

the spirit who had custody

a little old man




Treasure-Guardians (continued)

* “|_egends, or traditions respecting hidden treasures, with the SPIRIT, to whom ignorance has formerly given them in charge.”
Abner Cole, "Gold Bible," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 6 January 1831.

* “He also revived, or in other words, propagated the vulgar, yet popular belief that these treasures were held in charge by some

evil spirit, which was supposed to be either the DEVIL himself, or some one of his most trusty favorites. This opinion however, did
not originate by any means with Smith, for we find that the vulgar and ignorant from time immemorial, both in Europe and America,
have entertained the same preposterous opinion.”

Abner Cole, "Gold Bible, No. 3," Reflector, (Palmyra, NY), 1 February 1831.

the spirit his precious charge
angels
the spirit custody of hidden treasures
the spirits guard it

misshapen ghost

the ghost
the ghost

five hundred ghosts
the ghosts




Treasure-Guardians (continued)

* "One time the old log school-house south of Palmyra, was suddenly lighted up, and frightened them away. Samuel Lawrence
told me that while they were digging, a large man who appeared to be eight or nine feet high, came and sat on the ridge of the
barn, and motioned to them that they must leave. They motioned back that they would not; but that they afterwards became
frightened and did leave. At another time while they were digging, a company of horsemen came and frightened them away.”
Martin Harris interview, "Mormonism — No. II," Tiffany’s Monthly, August 1859, 165.

* “"He then told his father that, in his dream, a very large and tall man appeared to him, dressed in an ancient suit of clothes, and
the clothes were bloody. ... He said to him that, when the treasure was deposited there, he was sworn to take charge of and
protect that property, until the time should arrive for it to be exhibited to the world of mankind; and, in order to prevent his
making an improper disclosure, he was murdered or slain on the spot, and the treasure had been under his charge ever since.”
Fayette Lapham, "Interview with the Father of Joseph Smith," Historical Magazine [2nd series] 7 (May 1870): 305.

the spirits in whose charge

spirits that have the treasure in charge
the devil

evil spirit in charge

guardianship of the spirits
sentries




Treasure-Guardians (continued)

* "The time having come to secure the treasure, Smith returned to Palmyra and
commenced to dig for the golden plates. The late William Van Camp of Lyons told
the writer that as a boy at the time he heard that one night the spades struck a
strong box. Thunder and lightning followed. The box sank deeper, and Smith
explained the loss by the lack of faith on the part of the diggers. At last the plates
were secured on the night of Sept. 22, 1826, the Prophet relating that he had been
hit hard by the chief devil, who wished to have the plates remain concealed.”

"A Looked-For Exposure," New York Times, Vol. 36, No. 11,385, Feb. 26, 1888.

was killed to guard it

his ghost defend it
the disturbed ghost
Satan himself

guard it killed him
sentinel ghost

the guard

Kidd's ghost




Treasure Moving or Sinking

* “And upon the slightest word or whisper from one of the party, the chest, almost within
their grasp, would move off with a rumbling noise, to some distant and less attainable spot.”
o Caleb Butler, History of the Town of Groton, (Boston: T.R. Marvin, 1848), 256.

* “After digging a few feet he came to the flat stone over the pot, when Steel invquntariI?/
cried out, " By the Lord we have got it!" when instantly, with a low rumbling sound, it settled
down out of sight. It is said such searches must always be conducted in silence, as the sound
of the human voice irritates the evil spirit who has charge of the hidden treasures, and they
vanish away.”

"A History of the Divining Rod; with the Adventures of an Old Rodsman,"

United States Democratic Review 26 (April 1850): 320-321.

sink it deeper

moves in the earth

moves off

it moved

moved off

to sink




Treasure Moving or Sinking (continued)

*"In a few feet from the surface the box of treasure was struck by the shovel. on which they redoubled their energies,
but it gradually receded from their grasp. One of the men placed his hand upon the box, but it gradually sunk from his
reach, After some five feet in depth had been attained without success, a council of war, against this spirit of darkness
was called, and they resolved that the lack of faith, or of some untoward mental emotions was the cause of their failure.”
William D. Purple account of Joseph Smith, Jr.'s 1826 court proceedings, "Joseph Smith, the Originator of Mormonism,"
Chenango Union 30, no. 33, (Norwich, NY: 3 May 1877).

* “Alas ! for that word. The charm is broken; and instantly the chest settled down out of reach.”
J.H. Temple and George Sheldon, History of the Town of Northfield, Massachusetts, (Albany, NY: Joel Munsell, 1875), 18.

move away

charmed

away

settling away

spirited it away

sinks away




Links to Sources Cited

Note: Most of the newspaper articles cited in this R
presentation can be viewed on-line at "Uncle Dale’s

Readings in Early Mormon History,” located here:
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