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graphics added by

The “Old Professor” of Hilo, Hawaii

This illustrated presentation reproduces the main points contained in the
lier FARMS monograph. Please see that paper for the full text.



Wordprints and the Text

A valuable critique of one computer approach to the phrase here under study is that of Prof. D. J. Croft (Univ. of
Utah), "Book of Mormon 'Wordprints' Reexamined," -- Sunstone, 6:2 (Mar-Apr1981), 18: "...the incidence of the
six words in the phrase ... is highly dependent on the literary form. An occurrence of anyone of those six words
in a passage... is correlated with an occurrence of the other five words and gives an immediate indication that the
author is likely to be a historian. Thus the words in that phrase should not be labeled as 'noncontextual™

(cf. R. P. Howard, Restoration Scriptures, 1st ed., p. 38). See also, however, Brian C. Roberts, "Stylometry and
Wordprints: A Book of Mormon Reevaluation," M. S. thesis (BYU Dept. of Statistics, Aug 1983), which employs
junction grammar analysis and deletes all instances of the phrase in question.




TABLE Ia

0T Books (KJV) Chapters Verses Words "came, come to \‘Came to PaSS" in the Biblical Texts
526 occurrences in the Old Testament
613 occurrences in the New Testament

Genesis 50 1,533 38,267 61 7
Exodus 40 1,213 32,692 27 7
Leviticus 27 859 24,546 1
Numbers 36 1,288 32,092 11
Deuteronomy 34 959 28,461 5
Joshua 24 685 18,858 27
Judges 21 618 18,976 26 NT Books (KJV)
Ruth 4 85 2,578 3
I Samuel 31 810 25,061 33 Matthew 28 1,071 23,684 6
IT Samuel 24 695 20,612 28 Mark 16 678 15,171
I Kings 22 816 24,524 39 Luke 24 1,151 25,944 40
II Kings 25 23,532 37 John 21 878 19,099
I Chronicles 29 20,369 9 Acts 28 1,007 24,250
II Chronicles 36 26,074 20 Romans 16 433 9,447
Ezra 10 7,441 I Corinthians lé 437 9,489
Nehemi ah 13 10,483 II Corinthians 257 6,092
Esther 10 5,637 4 Galatians 149 3,098
Job 42 10,102 Ephesians 155 3,039
Psalms 35,166 Philippians 104 2,002
Proverbs 31 15,043 Colossians 95 1,998
Ecclesiastes 12 5,584 I Thessalonians 89 1,857
47 1,042
2,269
83 1,703
46 921
25 445
303 6,913
5,175 James 2,309
2,034 I Peter 2,482
4,217 II Peter 61 1,559
670 I John 2,523
1,321 II John 13 303
3,153 III John 14 299
1,285 Jude 25 613
1,476 Revelation 404 12,000
1,617
1,131 27 books 7,956 180,551
6,444
Malachi 1,782

TABLE

Chapters Verses Words "came, come to
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Song of Songs 8 2,661 II Thessalonians
Lamentations 5 3,415 I Timothy

Isaiah 37,044 I1 Timothy
Jeremiah 42,659 Titus

Ezekiel 39,407 Philemon

Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadi ah
Jonah
Micah
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11,606 Hebrews
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Nahum
Hab akkuk
Zephaniah
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Grand Totals: Chapters Verses "came, come to pass"

39 books 593,195 66 OT/NT Books 1,189 30,442 613




Book

Books

I Hephl 22 618
I1 Hephl 33 771
Jacob 203

Book of Mormon Occurrences

The chapters and verses below are figured, without
counting superscriptions, according to the 1879 LDS

edition -- divisions which are used currently; RLDS (CoC)

editions maintain the chapters of the 1830 edition, and

have a completely different versification; the words are
my estimates and may be low, (i.e., higher figures given

elsewhere may be more correct).

U

TABLE II

of Hormon LDS LbS

Chapters Verses Words

27 242

Jarom 15 £59
30 1,272 13
Words of Hormon 18 B2y

Omni

Mosiah
Alma
Helaman
III Hephi
1V Hephi
Hormon
Ether
Moroni

15 books

28,613
77,315
18,652
26,706
1,790
8,666
14,837
5,676

244,355

to pass”

22,655 208
27,318 3 52
8,384 48

&
4

&

""Came to pass" "Come to pass"
1830 Edition/1879 Edition

201/200
17/17

1 Nephi

2 Nephi

Jacob

Enos

Jarom

Omni

Words of Mormon

HMosiah 165/153

Alma 445/422
Helaman 121/120
3 Nephi NC
&4 Nephi 20/ 20
Mormon 60/ 60
Ether KC

Moroni

A computer check of the Book of Mormon figures
was run by John L. Hilton in August, 1981, utilizing
the computer files of the 1830 Edition of the Book
of Mormon prepared by Larry K. Browning of the
Language Research Center at Brigham Young
University. This computer run corroborated most
of the statistics in Table I, but yielded the few
differences provided in the above table.

Note also that the 1879 LDS edition’s Alma and
Mosiah contain substantially fewer occurrences
of the “came to pass” phrase, than does the 1830
edition. In order to measure the distribution of
the phrase in the Nephite record, the 1830 text
should be the edition consulted.



Frequency in the Biblical Text
Table Ill (below) is arranged by biblical book according to the weight of instances of the phrase under study. It
shows that, of the 38 biblical books which have some occurrence of the phrase, only 20 of those books (67.3 % of
the Bible = 2/3) are required to account for 92.9 % (over 9/10) of the total number of occurrences of the phrase in

the Bible. Moreover, only 15 books (55.2 %) are required to account for 83.2 % of those occurrences. The rate or
frequency of those occurrences is figured according to the number of words (averaged) between each occurrence,
the smaller number indicating the higher frequency. Obviously the biblical text is not uniform in its use of "come
to pass” and “came to pass.” It is much more prevalent in Genesis, Luke, etc.

TABLE III

Biblical Books % of Bible “camefcome to pass™ % of instances rate each per

Cenesls 5.0 % 43 11.1 % 563 words

Luke 3.4 49 8.0 530

I Kings 3.2 43 7.0 570

I Samuel 3.2 L] 6.5 627

I1 Kings 3.0 37 6.1 636

Jeremiah 5.5 36 ,185

Exodus 4.2 34 2862

Isaiah 4.8 33 JA23

Joshua 2.4 32 589

II Samuel 2.7 29 711 Zechariah 460 words per phrase
Judges 2.5 27 703 Luke 530
Ezeklel 5.1 26 1,516 Lephaniah 539
II Chronicles 34 20 1,304 Genesis 563
Deuteronomy 1.7 18 1,581 I Kings 570
Acts 3.1 17 1,427 Joshua 589
Numbers 4.2 16 2,006 I Samuel 627

Zechariah 0.8 14 460 II Kings 636
Hehemiah 1.4 13 Joel 678

Judges 703
L:::::iﬂlts jf 13 II Samuel 711
Nehemiah 806
Ruth 859
Exodus 962
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20 books 67.3 % 367 instances
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Sections of the Bible where "come to pass” has a high frequency of occurrence

TABLE IV The number of words within each
Selected High Frequency Portions of Bible RT . . .
for "came, come to pass” biblical section is estimated, and
the rates in the Very High to Medium
categories compare well with typical

Zph 1:8-12 poetic prophecy 3 222 74 wds VERY HIGH Book of Mormon rates (see Table V).

prose narrative

Biblical Section style & genre instances total words rate ea per words

Isa 7:1-23 poetic/prose narrative

Lk 24:4-5]1 prose narrative h .

Lk 214736 orose pocalypt. However, the occurrence rate in

Ex 16:5-27 prose narrative Il Nephi is more in line with a

Gn 37:23 - 41:13 prose narrative Very Low category (not tabulated)

Ex 12:25 - 13:17 prose narrative f . 2

2oh 1352 - 16:1€ prophecy 7 and the book of Moroni contains
no instances whatsoever (as is the

Gn 2411452 prose narrative case for 28 biblical books).

Zch 7:1 - 8:23 prose prophecy
Jer 41:1 - 43:1 prose narr & prophecy
The five sections of Luke listed in

the table contain nothing from “Q,”
Lk 51 - 6:12 prose narrative the non-narrative gospel source

IT Chr 24:4 - 25:16  prose narrative posited by many New Testament
Jer 36:1 - 37:11 prose narr & prophecy 5 SChOlarS. Wlth “Q" removed, LUke

Jsh 8:5 - 11:1 prose narrative 1l .
Lk 8:1 - 9:57 prose narr/proph/parable 9 shows a very hlgh use of the phrase'

I Sm 17:48 - 18:30 prose narrative
Jsh 1:1 - 6:20 prose narrative

Lk 1:8 - 2:46 poetry/prose narr/tales 8




TABLE V

Occurrence Rates fOI’ Book of Mormon % of BofM "came/come to pass" % of instances rate ea/per
. Reynolds/Shapiro
the Various Books ALna 31

6% 433/417 29.3 % 178.6 words

I Nephi 9.3 208/206 14.1 108.9

. Mosiah 11.7 168/167 11.4 170.3

The percentages listed may not total 100%, due Ether 6.1 111/166 1.3 89.4
to rounding. The figures were selected by ITT Nephi 10.9 154/150 lo.4 173.4
counting the instances listed in the Reynolds Heloman - 135/130 9.2 138.2
and Shapiro concordances. Reynolds and Mormon Py ¢3/61 4.3 137.6
Shapiro differ in their counts, and the higher IT Nephi 11.2 52/52 3.5 525.4
figure is used for each book, though both counts Jacob 3.4 48/48 3.3 174.7
are listed here for reference and future study. IV Nephi .7 20/20 1.4 89.5
Omni .5 13/13 9 97.8

Enos N 5/6 A 164.8

Words of Mormon .3 5/6 N .3

Jarom 3 4f4 3 .8

Moroni

Highest Rates are found
in Ether and 4th Nephi —

Book of Mormon occurrence per classification

Ether 89.4 words

. . . IV Nephi VERY HIGH
Accordingto S. Larson, 48 instances of "came to pass" in

the 1830 edition were deleted from the 1837 edition

(thesis, p.267; n. 56, PHS marks only 42 of these for |
0 . Words of Mormon

correction). | am able to count only 46 of these instances

absent from the 1920 edition.

Mormon

. e e

Whether the lower counts for some books in Shapiro's
concordance are due to deletions subsequent to the 1879
edition used by Reynolds will be unknown until the
necessary collations by computer are made of all editions
and manuscripts. For convenience, the books are arranged
by rate, -- note especially Mormon's nearly identical high
rates in separate books.

III Nephi
Jacob



1st Nephi
and
2nd Nephi

The occurrence
rates for 1st
Nephi (one per
108.9 words) and
2nd Nephi (one
per 525.4) can be
illustrated in a
simple bar graph.
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2nd Nephi (1830 ed.)

The rates (one per 108.9 words in 1st Nephi, and one per 525.4 words in 2nd Nephi) are averages for each book.
If chapter/page rates were calculated, the data would appear as individual graph bars. In such a depiction the

rates for the non-Isaiah chapters in 2nd Nephi would average substantially above one per 525.4 words.




Entire Book of Mormon Graphed

The Phrases “"Come to Pass” and “Came to Pass”
Occurring in the 1830 Book of Mormon

(using modern chapter divisions)
view chart at full size resolution
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