“"The Conneaut Witnesses”
(Adapted from portions of Mary C. Baker’s digital book)




graphics added by

The “Old Professor” of Hilo, Hawaii




Conneaut Creek Area of Ohio (c. 1811-1812)

Let’s take a look at two of
Mr. Spalding’s early 1800's
neighbors, who lived just
north of Conneaut Creek:
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In June of 1834 an Ohio religious newspaper, the Hudson
Observer, published an article based upon interviews its
traveling reporter had conducted with some Conneaut

old-timers, such as Henry Lake and Aron Wright. They
told what they remembered about the late Solomon
Spalding, (who had moved away and died in 1816):

THE OHIO OBSERVER.




It appears very likely that the Observer reporter conducted
interviews with Lake and Wright during the summer of 1834.

One item in the Observer’s article matches almost perfectly
with testimony provided by Aron Wright, in a draft letter,
composed by him on Dec. 31, 1833:

the first evening Mormonites preached in that place

the first time mormon preached
in this place




In November of 1834, Eber D. Howe, the editor of the
Painesville Telegraph, published statements given in 1833
by Aron Wright, Henry Lake, and others to D. P. Hurlbut, a
former Mormon who had investigated Mormon origins.

These statements are widely available, from many sources, 3
so only brief excerpts are provided here... \ W
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First Mormon Preaching at Conneaut

Mormon elders Orson Hyde and Samuel H. Smith passed
through Salem Township during the second week in
February of 1832 -- preaching from the Book of Mormon
in various meetings which they held in that neighborhood.

Orson Hyde recorded some of these events in his journal:




Elder Samuel H. Smith also recorded his 1832 Salem experience: Conneaut Creek, Ohio

[1832: Feb. 12]

Went on towards Salem; came to a Christian congregation within one mile of the village...
they had heard much evil concerning this sect. They requested us to tarry and preach
again, accordingly the next evening. Stayed all night with Mr. Sawtel...

[1832: Feb. 14-15]

Labored much with the people after [the] meeting... went into the village again. Held a
meeting in the school house. After [the] meeting we left the place and traveled a while
and then stayed in a tavern... they did not repent to receive the work of the Lord...

(Samuel H. Smith’s Missionary Journal, Feb. 12-15, 1832)




Two More “Conneaut” Withesses

Nehemiah King was not the only old Spalding neighbor who claimed to
recognize Solomon’s fiction being preached from the Book of Mormon.
Solomon’s widow, Matilda Spalding Davison, stated in 1839:

“John Spaulding was present [at a Mormon preaching service]... and recognized
perfectly the work of his brother. He was amazed and afflicted, that it should have been
perverted to so wicked a purpose. His grief found vent in a flood of tears, and he arose
on the spot, and expressed to the meeting his deep sorrow and regret, that the writings
of his sainted brother should be used for a purpose so vile and shocking..”




John Spalding provided a second statement regarding his late brother’s fictional writings, but it was not published
until 2851. In that second recollection John stated:

“*Solomon Spaulding... conceived the design of writing a historical romance upon a subject then much mooted in the scientific world,
the origin of the Indian tribes. This design he carried into execution between 1809 and 1812, and the produce of his labors was a novel
entitled the 'Manuscript Found'... In this work lie mentioned that the American continent was colonized by Lehi, the son of Japheth,
who sailed from Chaldea soon after the great dispersion, and landed near the isthmus of Darien. Lehi's descendants, who were styled
Jaredites, spread gradually... building those cities the ruins of which we see in Central America... Long after this, Nephi, of the tribe of
Joseph, emigrated to America with a large portion of the ten tribes whom Shalmanezer led away from Palestine, and scattered
among the Midian cities. This remnant of Joseph was soon after its arrival divided into two nations, the Nephites and the Lamanites.”




Dr. Nahum Howard was another
one of Spalding’s old neighbors

Nahum Howard’s Ohio homestead was located in
the parcel of land marked "5" on the New Salem
map. Dr. Howard died in Conneaut on June 17,
1841 and was buried in Conneaut City Cemetery.
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Artemas Cunningham came from a
notable family in nearby Perry, Ohio }

Mr. Cunningham’s 1833-34 statement is not dated
and may have been solicited by Eber D. Howe, in
order to verify the other witnesses’ testimony




Across the border in Pennsylvania

John Radd
Property (1805)
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The testimony of two other Spalding witnesses was
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Other withesses later also left statements
regarding Solomon Spalding and his writings.

In 1884 an unfinished manuscript tale by Solomon Spalding was discovered
in Honolulu, and with it a draft letter in Spalding’s handwriting, which
provides some insight into the man’s thoughts and motives. Members of
his family also gave statements of historical importance.




Mr. Spalding’s daughter, Matilda S. McKinstry,
also provided several personal statements.

Although Matilda was a young child when her foster father
passed away in 1816, she was an eye witness to his writing
efforts and to the later events involved in their disposal.




William Leffingwell was another | The Dailp Bulletin
Conneaut witness who testified. S e e T
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"Long ago in the past, | have forgotten the year, My, Spalding wrote a drama
called "The Book of Mormen,” in & hotel at Conneant, Ashtabula County, Ohio,
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of age when I first fell in with him, was very poor, and
sick with consumption, and towards the last nearly lost his voice, so that he could not plead at the bar. He said he
wanted to make some money, and wrote the drama, which he handed me for correction. It was full of Bible expressions,
and as | had read the Bible from lid to lid | knew the proper phraseology to use. | corrected the grammar, and had to
reconstruct and transpose entries to make god English out of it. | was engaged three months, and my notes and pencil
marks may be found on every page.

He wanted it to conform to Bible language. He never paid me a cent for my labor. It was entitled the Book of Mormon,
and he told me he was going to Pittsburg to sell the manuscript. | afterwards learned that he got hold of Sidney Rigdon,
and | knew within six months that Spalding sold it, and that Rigdon got it. (St. Louis Republican, May 29, 1885)




Daniel M. Spencer and Robert Harper round out
the list of witnesses from the Conneaut area

In 1873 the Ashtabula Weekly Telegraph, of Ashtabula Ohio, published
two letters relating to the tenure of Solomon Spalding at Conneaut —
Very few area residents who had known Spalding were then still living.
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Thus ends the known
statements left by the
eye-witnesses of the
Conneaut area

Their full testimony is available on-line.

http://solomonspalding.com/SRP/saga/sagao2a.htm




Features of Solomon Spalding's Manuscript Found, According to Various Witnesses

King- John & Martha Henry John Aaron Oliver- Nahum Artemus
Jackson  Spalding Lake Miller Wright Smith Howard Cunningham
(1833) (1833, 1851) (1833) (1833) (1833) (1833) (1833) (1833)
ear eye-ear eye-ear eye-ear eye-ear eye-ear eye eye-ear

sim BoM X X X X X X X X

E. English X X

Travels X X X X X

Viclory

Lost Tribes X X X X

Nephi X X X X

Lehi X X X

Warsg X X X X

Disputes X X X X

Burial Mounds X X X

Nephites X

Lamanites X

ictp’ X X

Laban Blood X

Laban tragic X

humorous X X

not religious X X X X X

Zarahemla

Moroni X

same names X X X

found X X X X

large people X

bad compass
painted warrio
NW-—Siberia Panama

1 “ictp” means “It came (o pass...”




James Matilda Robert Josiah Smith McKee James Robert Daniel

Walker Davison Patterson Spalding [apham McKinstry  Briggs Harper Spencer
(1834) (1833-39) (1842) (1855) (1870) (1872-1876) (1872-86) (1878) (1878)
2" hand ear eye eye-car eye-ear eye-car eye eye eye-car

Sim BoM X X X X X X X

E. English X X X

Travels X X X X X

Victory X X

Lost Tribes X

Nephi X

Lehi

Wars X X X

Disputes

Burial Mounds X X X

Nephites X

Lamaniles X

ictp

Laban Blood
Laban tragic

humorous X
not religious X

farahemla

Moroni X
same names X
found X X
large people X

bad compass X

painted warriors

NW-- Siberia X




Erastus Joseph Lorin Hiram Abner Rachel Miller Charles  William McKee

Rudd Miller Gould Lake Jackson Derby Grover Leffingwell McKinstry
(1879) (1880) (1880) (1880) (1884) (1885) (1885) (1886) (1872-1876)
ear ear 2" hand ear ear eye-ear eye-ear eye-ear eye-ear
Sim BoM X X X X X X X X X
E. English X X
Travels X X
Victory =
Lost Tribes
Nephi X
Lehi
Wars X X X
Disputes
Burial Mounds x X X
Nephites X X
Lamanites X
ictp
Laban Bleod
Laban tragic
humorous X

not religious X
Zarahemla

Moroni X
S4ME names X
found X X X X
large people
bad compass

painted warriors

X
NW Siberia X X
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